
Practice Overview

Chris Richards was called to the Bar in 2016. He became a tenant of
Exchange Chambers in September 2017 following the successful
completion of his common law pupillage with Chambers.

Chris is a specialist personal injury practitioner.

Chris has a strong multi-track practice and an established fast-track
practice. Chris accepts instructions across all areas of personal injury
work, including road traffic accident claims, occupier’s liability
claims, public liability claims, and industrial disease. Chris regularly
acts in cases of significant value, often representing Claimants who
have suffered lifelong injury and compromise at work. Chris has
appeared in the County Court and High Court and has extensive
appellate experience.

Chris was successfully appointed in 2023 to the prestigious Attorney
General’s Regional C Panel.

Recent multi-track instructions include the following (updated in
August 2024):

An ongoing case involving a traumatic amputation of a limb, with
a very significant complexity and value;
An ongoing case involving disabling physical and psychological
injuries, with an almost complete loss of ability to work.
Several post-inquest civil claims of considerable value, involving
claims for dependency and Human Rights damages.

Chris believes strongly that people who have been injured should
have access to effective representation. For more information about
Chris’s experience in representing Claimants, please see the
‘Personal Injury’ tab.

Clerks

Megan Hawke

0113 203 1985

Memberships

Personal Injury Bar Association
Northern Circuit
Attorney General’s Regional Panel
(Panel C; March 2023 onwards)

Education

2009-2012: BA degree in Geography;

Emmanuel College, Cambridge [Class 2:1]

2012-2013: MSc degree in Quaternary

Science; Royal Holloway, University of

London [Merit]

2014-2015: Graduate Diploma in Law;

City Law School, City University, London

[Commendation]

2015-2016: Bar Professional Training

Course, City Law School, City University,

London [Very Competent]

2010: Hooper Senior Scholarship;

Emmanuel College, Cambridge

2012: Geography Department

Scholarship; Royal Holloway, University

of London

2014: Winner of the CEPLER (University

of Birmingham) national essay writing

competition

2015: Exhibition Award, Inner Temple
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Chris frequently assists with defending claims brought against
insurers and local authorities. For more information about Chris’s
experience in representing Defendants, please see the ‘Personal
Injury: Defence’ tab.

Chris is incredibly client-focused and approachable and understands
the importance of a strong relationship with his clients and
instructing solicitors.

Recent cases

August 2024: Chris successfully represented a doctor who suffered
unpleasant injuries after a van reversed into her. After a one-day
trial in Hull County Court, the Judge agreed that the van driver had
been at fault and awarded the Claimant over £26,000 for her
damages and costs.

June 2024: Chris attended Durham and Darlington Coroner’s Court
to represent an Interested Party in an inquest relating to the death
of a recently released prisoner.

May 2024: Chris successfully represented the Ministry of Justice in a
high-profile trial concerning an accident in a prison. Chris carefully
cross-examined the Claimant’s medical expert and critically
undermined their evidence. Chris also proved that the Claimant had
brought a dishonest claim. The judgment can be accessed
here: https://www.civillitigationbrief.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/FINAL-JUDGMENT.pdf.

April 2024: Chris was instructed to represent a man who had suffered
a serious respiratory condition after many years working in a
foundry. Chris had been due to represent the Claimant during a two-
day limitation trial in Hull County Court. However, after Chris
prepared a detailed skeleton argument highlighting the strengths of
the Claimant’s case, the Defendant settled and agreed to pay costs.

Recommendations

“Just a quick email to again say a BIG thank you from myself and my
wife for your professional help in getting the excellent result in court
for us […], it was such a pleasure to meet you, and your advice on the
day put me at ease in the court room, and we both thought you were
very thorough in your cross examining […] and presenting the
evidence and your summing up at the end, enabling the judge to
make the correct decision, Justice for me was truly achieved on that
day.”
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Publications

“Assessment of Mental Capacity: a Practical Guide for Doctors and
Lawyers.” Journal of Mental Health, 25(6), p. 563

Beyond the Bar

Rowing, mountain biking, nature conservation.
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